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FROM WEEK TO WEEK 


Jail chiefs forced to apologise - 


TIMES toisia Bryson for ‘hate crime’ 


Trans rapist complained after being called ‘son’ by prison officer 


yy Te album 
4 revie wed — track by track 


km. Murrell charged by police 
Foreign Office refuses to share 
i details of Cameron's work on China 


> The department will not reveal whether the foreign secretary has recused himself 
S from parts of the role due to conflicts of interest around his private dealings 


World Economic Forum 
f Declares Pedophilia 


į ‘Sexual Orientation’ 
Must Be Added To 
LGBTQ+ 


CASE STUDIES 


Downteld Primary Scheel, 
LGBT Charter Bronze 


| Cilren are be 


j. They it 
taught things in school about gender 
that are inaccurate — it must stop now 


“Now it is my own belief. . . that there is running through the nature of the Universe 
something that we call a ‘canon’. It is the thing, which is referred to in the Gospel of St. 
John as the 'logos', the 'word'... The engineer and the artist refer to it when they say 
that they have got something 'right'. Other people mean the same thing when they talk 
about absolute truth, or reality. Genuine success only accompanies a consistent attempt to 
discover and to conform to this canon in no matter what sphere our activities may lie. For 
instance, I have no doubt whatever that there is one single test which can be applied to any 
financial scheme which is put before you for consideration, and that is, whether it 
represents reality, just as we know that the fundamental falsity of the present financial 
system is that it distorts and perverts reality ... I am confident . . . that just as departure 
from the canon has produced the appalling condition of the world at the present time so the 
existence of a growing body of people who are aware of the situation, and singly devoted 
to bringing back understanding into relation with reality, constitutes not only the great, but 
the only certainty that eventually a world system founded upon lies will give way to one 


which is formed upon truth." 


Major C.H. Douglas, 1933. 
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efore reflecting on the political 
à theatre which is taking place as one of 
the side-effects of the world wide 
psychosis— the present economic industrial 
complex, this interregnum of destruction by 
which every native Briton ( And Westerner in 
general.) has been trapped; because the 
individual native mind has been so persistently 
misinformed during the past century in regards 
to their organic cultural inheritance, their 
history, their political and economic 
enslavement and Christianity, that nothing 
short of general re-education will provide a 
remedy for the mental drug habit which has 
left and is leaving so many demoralised 
victims in its wake. That said, I think a point 
has clearly been reached this week at the St 
George’s Day Celebration in Central London 
which the Police so heavy handily responded 
to. I suspect the police response was planned, 
and of course their actions were intentional; 
what was unintentional however, as far as our 
political masters are concerned was the 
awakening, the level of sympathy and outrage 
gained on social media, not of course for the 
“white” working class “football fan” element, 
but, by those groups which society has been 
conditioned to identify as the Left and centre 
Left and centre Right civic nationalist with 
their anyone can be British mantra, and to the 
menace of two tier policing, which has 
blighted their “democratic” rights. The simple 
reason for “two tier policing” unlike, the 
native Briton, and, what the BREXIT and 
Boris loving civic nationalists are all going to 
learn the hard way “leopards” never ever 
change their spots! The black bantu and North 
African / Middle Eastern and Indian Sub 
continent Asian assembled aliens in our midst 
are apt to full scale riot (Can you imagine 
Dave, the financial loss to property and 
material goods that that entails? It all has to be 
paid for as you well know Dave!) to vent a 
grievance against society for any firm 
perceived response levelled against them. 
What is equally perfectly clear to this 
downside to our mass demoralisation is that no 
real constructive talent is readily available in 
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this country with patriotic leadership skills; 
which is not to say that they do not exist. Since 
the ruinous Reform Bills of the 19" Century, 
the enemy after, as George Bernard Shaw the 
original Fabian Society High Priest boasted, 
has been infiltrating and permeating into every 
political party and institution has been steadily 
preparing to consolidate their comprehensive 
success; notice, all the aliens in every so called 
political “Party” being placed in positions not 
so much of power, which is all in illusion, as 
they are more groomed than the Parties 
themselves, but, in line with all occupational 
victors— Rule by Regulations and in Britain 
once Great case— humiliation writ large is the 
order of the day, where the aliens are 
prominently positioned in the media spotlight 
at the centre of the public domain! We are in 
the terrifying process of being trapped in a 
dynamic (self-motivated) tyrannical 
bureaucratic system increasing exponentially 
(See “Red” Holyrood.) by way of its own 
momentum with no course to Common Law 
protection. 


A: Douglas observed it is in the House of 
Commons where the enemy is at their 
strongest and it is here they confidently await 
attack. The Government, clearly treasonous, 
shorn of any veneer of Constitutional 
oversight, and, in particular today, overt and 
increasingly covert activities of former Prime 
Minister, the rogue Lord “Ce n'est que le pre 
mier pas qui coûte” Cameron. His out of the 
blue reintroduction and elevation to the House 
of Lords and appointment as Foreign Secretary 
should be a nationwide cause for concern. . . 
Something is “seriously” rotten in the state of 
Denmark! 


A who has any understanding of our 
present current affairs since at least the 
1980’s, cannot fail to notice the pivotal role 
that the so called “Press” has played in our 
cultural destruction; by the same token it is 
blaringly obvious all we have is an illusion of 
a Conservative Press, of a Conservative Party, 


and Conservative politicians . . . in reality 
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what we have is “Whiggism” writ large! 
Power without Authority! We have been sold 
down the river, and our kinsfolk brainwashed 
by decades of civic nationalism are oblivious 
to our dilemma. The silence on everything 
from the Covid-19 “Cull” to the Ukraine 
money laundering sting, to immigration, to the 
Climate Scam is deafening. As all students of 
Major Douglas know ( The P.E.P. political and 
economic complex dictum “Under War or the 
threat of War.”) the period from the Norway 
campaign in 1940 through to the Dunkirk 
“Unified Command” debacle where the flower 
of the British Army, the B.E.F. were lucky to 
escape with the shirts on their backs when 
literally everything else that a fighting army 
requires, incredible quantities of arms and 
stores, were all placed in "planned" positions, 
easy enemy war “booty” was utterly broken, 
except for “sections” making for Dunkirk etc. 
which had refused to act under “centralised” 
orders! Culminating in, as, Toynbee had 
declared some 10 years earlier, and, Captain 
Eden’s New World Order announcement a few 
months prior—Churchill’s State Socialist 
administration, with a long drawn out war to 
firmly emplace the afore mentioned “Dynamic 
Tyrannical Bureaucratic System” and the 
beginning of our “planned” end as a sovereign 
Nation and sovereign People with the 
treasonous Regulation 18b. 


KKK 


T: the delight of the “Red” Holyrood 
bureaucrats and in honour of their 25" 
Anniversary the soap opera extravaganza 
known as the “Humza” Administration 
continues to break all social media viewing 
figures. Not to be out down as perpetual 
supporting ensemble the Scottish 
Conservative table a vote of NO confidence, 
while the “Green” Party rise to the occasion 
and, in many ways reminiscent of the 
legendary Fred Astair and Ginger Rogers steal 
the show with the faultless Bute House hand 
bags at teatime meltdown. After that “toys oot 
the pram” performance STV Nation were 
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treated to, the will he or won’t he resign saga, 
where in BREAKING NEWS fashion the 
fiendish Alba plot is sensationally revealed, 
where Ash Regan, in a career defining 
performance as the sultry redhead is cast in the 
kingmaker role, as “Humza” is really after all 
Salmond’s puppet! All in all the melodramatic 
distractions have been dizzying. 


KKK 


E the volatile aftermath period of the 1918 
armistice, the revolutionary war against 
“Traditional” Britain, once Great, having no 
sooner “survived” the horrors of the First 
World War phase and, with Industrial 
dissention sweeping the entire Nation Major 
Douglas noted: 


“The temper of the country is rising; a 
concerted effort is being made by the daily 
Press to explain away the whole industrial 
unrest as being merely a manifestation of 
nerve strain; and while the main channels of 
public information are thus persistently 
poisoned and misdirected, it is fairly certain 
that a situation must arise sooner or later, 
involving a collision fraught with grave 
possibilities Meantime, it is a duty laid on all 
those whose knowledge goes a little deeper 
than the immediate circumstances to 
endeavour patiently to direct attention to the 
real issues.” 


While some sixteen years later, speaking in 
Liverpool, Douglas considered: 


“ I suppose there can be few amongst us who 
think about the world in which we live, and 
perhaps fewer amongst the more obvious victims 
of it, who would not agree that its condition is 
serious and shows every sign of becoming worse. 
Many must have asked themselves why the ability 
of scientists, organisers, or educationists, brilliant 
and laudable in essence, seems to lead us only 
from one catastrophe to another, until it would 
appear that knowledge, invention and progress, so 
far from being our salvation, have doomed the 
world to almost inevitable destruction.” 
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The Brief for the Prosecution 


By C. H. DOUGLAS 


CHAPTER XV 


“A mass of evidence establishes the fact that 
there is in existence a persistent and well 
contrived system intended to produce and in 
practice producing a despotic power which at 
one and the same time places Government 
Departments above the sovereignty of 
Parliament and beyond the jurisdiction of the 
Courts.” —-Lord Hewart, The New Despotism. 


ince a considerable portion of the 

earlier portion of this book is devoted to 

an examination of the process and the 
origins of the situation to which Lord Hewart 
refers, further emphasis on the fact is 
unnecessary. But the statement just quoted, 
great as its value is as coming from a Lord 
Chief Justice of England, only deals with half 
the indictment. The system to which he refers 
does not merely place the anonymous 
bureaucrat above the law. It places the law, 
and the sanctions of the law, at the unchecked 
disposal of the bureaucrat. 


[ should be realised that the situation of an 
anonymous lawmaker has become at least 
temporarily impregnable, and is a violation— 
admittedly only open rather than covert— of 
the principles of Parliamentary government 
without those principles having been 
renounced. For some time, much too long a 
time, no Bill has been presented to the House 
of Commons which has not been drawn up by 
the Treasury, whoever ostensibly sponsored it. 
But someone did sponsor it, and a facade of 
responsibility has been maintained until 
recently. This has now gone. “The State” 


makes laws tout court. “The State,” in fact, is 
quite probably some little naturalised alien full 
of bright ideas from the ghettoes of Mid- 
Europe, looking for preferment to any quarter 
rather than that affected by his law-making. To 
employ a colloquialism, law making has 
become altogether too easy. 


| bam taking on a new aspect. For 
centuries concerned to maintain every 
man in his rights, it is mainly now employed to 
take them away. Interference in small matters, 
to have any rationality, apart from desirability 
must postulate an over-riding policy, and if 
unlimited latitude is allowed, even in 
regulation-making, control of policy goes with 
it. To illustrate this, we may consider the 
proposed large projects for the “utilisation” of 
Scottish water-power. 


he Report on which the proposals are 

based remarks “No vested interests will 
be permitted to interfere” with them. That is to 
say, the proposals represent an over-riding 
policy which will be empowered by the 
sanctions of the law to sweep existing vested 
interests out of its, path. At the same time it is 
admitted that the objective is more power for 
factory industry, and notably for electro- 
chemical industry. 


ho committed the nation to that policy? 
When was it submitted to the judgment 
of the House of Commons? 


[ is symptomatic of the paralysis which has 
overtaken British thinking in the past fifty 
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years that this phrase “vested interest” which 
merely means stability of tenure, can appear in 
the Report of a Royal Commission, without 
amplification, as though it described a public 
evil. There is probably not an individual in the 
country whose waking hours are not largely 
devoted to acquiring a vested interest in 
something or other, even if it be only a tooth- 
brush. In fact, it is precisely those predatory 
aggressors on vested interests concerned with 
the monopolisation of Scottish water-power, 
and the industries for the use of which it is 
intended, which transform concentrated vested 
interests into a public danger. The widespread 
distribution of vested interests would be the 
greatest guarantee of social stability 
conceivable. 


Te sweeping away of minor vested 
interests by a major vested interest is 
policy in action. But the policy is not defined 
and is carefully kept from Parliamentary dis- 
cussion unless a nebulous connection with 
“full employment” can be regarded as a 
definition. 


LENS utilisation of water-power for 
the generation of electricity has been 
feasible for at least fifty years and the benefits 
arising from the general use of electricity have 
‘been widely recognised if not realised. It is 
curious that, while the prime mover, the water 
turbine, has not been radically improved 
during that period, and the prime mover used 
in the generation of electricity from the use of 
coal, the steam turbine, has been improved out 
of all recognition, the sudden decision to 
transform Scotland into a water-power factory 
has awaited the “nationalisation” of coal. From 
an orthodox economics point of view, the case 
for hydro electric development on a large scale 
is weaker than it was in 1900. In 1938 the 
generated units of electricity in Great Britain 
were approximately 26,000,000,000. 
Excluding war production, which was already 
considerable, it is doubtful whether industrial 
demand was 50 per cent, of that figure. 
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A the present time, i.e., before any of the 
proposed water power has been 
developed, (war-time electricity-production- 
figures cannot be given) it is very greatly in 
excess of the pre-war figure. There is no 
possibility of utilising power from extensive 
hydraulic development for many years after 
any normally contemplated termination of 
hostilities, and such termination must cause an 
almost immediate drop in the demand for 
electrical power. By the time the immense 
works contemplated are complete, industrial 
demand, in the absence of war, will have fallen 
far below present electrical supply capacity, 
and will not be replaced by equivalent domes 
tic use. To the extent that this capacity 
displaces man power (the objective of using 
electrical power) the unemployment situation, 
looked at from an orthodox point of view, will 
be worsened. 


T: proposal to increase greatly the 
generating capacity of electric power- 
stations, therefore, requires far more justi- 
fication than has publicly been offered for it, 
by whatever means the power is generated. 
The idea that there can be no limit to the 
generating capacity required is not merely 
absurd on the face of it, but is contradicted by 
experience, except in war. If it has been 
decided to adopt the philosophy of the Great 
German General Staff, that the primary 
objective of a nation is war, that is another 
matter. Even so, it is far from certain that these 
large power-stations do not constitute the 
gravest possible military risk. There is a con- 
siderable mystery surrounding their 
comparative immunity from attack We must 
therefore link up the development of water 
power with the “nationalisation” of coal. A 
considerable proportion of the coal mined in 
Great Britain goes to pro vide the energy 
which is distributed as electrical power. A 
good deal of careful propaganda has been 
devoted to the “wastefulness” of burning coal, 
but in fact the subject is far from being 
susceptible to unqualified judgment. What is 
obvious is that coal is the principle raw 
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material of the chemical industry: that every 
ton released strengthens the chemical industry: 
and that the chemical industry with its 
collateral, electro-metallurgy, is making 
preparations to take delivery of a high 
percentage of the electrical energy genera ted 
by Scottish water power: and that the 
propaganda for increased export may easily 
result in the export of our capital resources on 
an even larger scale than in the past. 


O: the other hand, the minor vested 
interests which are adversely affected are 
numerous. Perhaps the first in importance, 
although apparently the last to be considered, 
is the antipathy of the resident population. The 
Scottish highlander has never taken kindly to 
the industrial system. He is entirely 
unconvinced that “the development” of the 
high land areas would be to his advantage, and 
in fact the arguments which have been 
adduced to convince him, are both perfunctory 
and disingenuous. The natural highland water 
power is almost ideal for the utilisation of 
small, high-fall installations taking water from 
small streams at a high altitude, and returning 
it to its original bed several hundred feet lower 
down, without interfering in any way with the 
watershed or the local amenities. Such plants, 
rarely exceeding two or three hundred 
horsepower, under local control and possible 
in nearly every village, offer advantages to the 
local population obtainable in no other way, 
and are almost specifically excluded from the 
project. 


he Commission proposals are radically 

different. Whole catchment areas are to 
be monopolised, glens are to be flooded, 
villages submerged, immense dams and 
pipelines built, with secondary effects on 
climate and vegetation which are unknown but 
certainly considerable. No one can say with 
certainty to what extent American soil erosion 
is affected by large power schemes. 


7 | ‘he electrical energy generated is 
transmitted at so high a voltage that its 
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utilisation locally or en route is impracticable, 
and is in fact disclaimed. 


A. rendering lip-service to the need to 
arrest the depopulation of the country, 
the country’s chief assets are to be at least 
damaged, and at most destroyed, and its power 
transmitted almost intact to selected industrial 
areas further South. The Severn Barrage 
Scheme which is free from many of the 
objections to Highland industrialisation 
appears to have been shelved to the detriment 
of our only unspoilt area. 


\ N [hile the project, brought forward under 
cover of war, when probably 75 per 


cent, of the individuals whose lives will be 
affected are prevented by absence or other 
causes due to war, from expressing their 
opinions on it, affords a compact instance of 
the working of the Supreme State, it does not 
differ, save perhaps in magnitude, from 
hundreds of similar cases. The technique is 
always the parade of “the common good.” As 
Madame Ayn Rand so truly remarked in The 
Moral Basis of Individualism, “no tyrant ever 
rose to power save on the plea of the common 
good.” To anyone who will take the trouble to 
penetrate through the veneer with which 
written British history has been overlaid, it is 
difficult to avoid the conclusion that the 
political instinct of the people has deteriorated, 
rather than progressed. The situation with 
which we are confronted is one with which our 
history ought to make us familiar, and to 
which we have previously reacted correctly by 
such measures as Magna Carta and the Petition 
of Right. The native instinct has intuitively 
recognised in the past that it was not so much 
the question of who held certain powers which 
was important, as that those powers should not 
be concentrated. The derided phrase, “That is 
not done,” embodies a sound, if now 
perverted, national conclusion. One of the 
more ominous symptoms of this political 
degeneration is often to be found in those 
quarters which in many ways represent the 
flower of our culture. It takes the form of a 
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lament that “the unity of purpose which we 
find in war cannot be carried over into peace.” 
The short answer is that it can be and is, in 
Germany and Russia, and that if that is all that 
is required, why not surrender to one or the 
other? 


dl ee attitude arises more than from any one 
other cause out of an almost perverse 
determination not to recognise the persistency 
of a policy of centralisation, and in 
consequence, the absolute necessity for the 
equivalent of a Bill of Rights ultra vires of 
Parliament together with a permanent 
professional body, trained to attach not only an 
existing law, but armed with permanent power 
to bring out into the open for cross- 
examination at any time the originators of any 
law which encroaches on those rights. 


t is essential to exalt the man above the 

machine. It is nothing less than suicidal to 
allow the idea of abstract and unquestioned 
omnipotence to the products of a law-making 
system of the chain-store variety such as we 
tolerate to-day, and such’ “laws” as Regulation 
18b, which sweep away the hard-won 
safeguards of a thousand years, are the logical 
outcome of this mental attitude. 


[ is perhaps hardly necessary to observe that 
such a body would be appointed and 
dismissible by individuals, not by the 
administrative Civil Service, One of the first 
results of such an arrangement would be an 
arrest in the flow of law- —making. If the 
world is regarded as a factory run by officials 
on would-be mass-production lines, 
continuous works-orders camouflaged as laws 
are inevitable, though quite rapidly fatal. But, 
in a world in which it is realised that the more 
action is spontaneous within the limits of 
personal sovereignty the less the friction and 
the higher the general satisfaction, they are 
both redundant and objectionable. 


7 | there are several unofficial bodies in 
existence whose intentions in regard to 
this problem are excellent, but it is no 


THE C.H. DOUGLAS CREDITER 


APRIL. 27. 2024 


detraction from their public spirit to say that 
they are wholly inadequate. We have to deal 
with the usurpation of powers which derive 
from a completely different conception of the 
nature of the state, and these powers require to 
be brought into proper relation to the world of 
to-day by measures as carefully designed and 
powerfully supported as those with which they 
have to deal. 


[ is often said, and with justice, that we hear 
too much in these days of “rights,” and far 
too little of duties. It does not appear to occur 
to such critics that when rights were more 
stable, duties were more recognised. 


VAC Ši F 
AE samso 
PER TE vies J 
P Na a 4 r 


These led the pack; though not of surest scent, 
Yet deepest mouthed against the government, 
A numerous host of dreaming saints succeed 
Of the true old enthusiastic breed : 


’Gainst form and order they their power employ, 


Nothing to build and all things to destroy. 
Bui far more numerous was the herd of such 
Who think too little and who talk too much. 


John Dryden: Absalom and Achitophel (1681). 
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THE NON-MATERIAL 


NEEDS OF THE NATION 
1937 and 1942 


By R.G. Stapledon 


o look at all the problems which beset 

the nations of the world to-day 

primarily from the point of view of 
the individual is to force attention to the non- 
material needs of mankind and to invite a 
different outlook towards a great number of 
questions. To many, for example, the idea of 
international free trade appeals as something 
ideally sound beyond all argument, and is 
therefore deemed to be a great idea! That each 
corner of the globe should grow only what it 
best can grow and each group of people handle 
the materials closest and easiest to hand 
sounds perfectly good sense on economic 
grounds, but if we look a little deeper we shall 
find that it is a tenet which largely ignores the 
individual and completely ignores the non- 
material. Sir Richard Paget sums up the matter 
exactly and gives an entirely different 
complexion to the whole question when he 
says 'the primary object of each country should 
be to give the inhabitants the widest range of 
interests so that their active lives may be filled 
with work sympathetic to the varying tastes of 
the individuals. . . . From the biological point 
of view national self-sufficiency implying the 


widest range of employment in each 
community appears definitely preferable to 
international free trade.’ The biological 
argument, if just, must have taken the 


individual into consideration; the economic 
argument, though within the scope of that 
practically 
never considers the individual and therein lies 
the fallacy of most economic doctrine and the 


science perhaps perfectly just, 


baneful influences of economic determinism. 


3 


T: desire to attain to national self- 
sufficiency within rational limits is for a 
nation to show some glimmerings of biological 
understanding, while with the resources of 
modern science this is an ideal that every year 
becomes more easy of attainment. For nations 
to aspire to absolute self-sufficiency would be 
a false ideal, because nature's bounty should be 
shared equitably between all peoples of the 
world. In the interests of humanity at large, 
however, every country should consider its 
own vital (spiritual and biological) interests. 
To do this each country, as far as is necessary, 
must conduct enterprises that are favourable to 
the psychological development of the 
maximum possible number of its people as 
well as maintaining the vital industries (to 
which I refer in 'Land Utilization in Rural 
Areas', see p. 121) in a strong and progressive 
condition. A country that neglects the vital 
industries and is dependent to an exaggerated 
degree on other countries invites mental 
lassitude and in the event of a breakdown in 
world harmony and world organization invites 
grave disaster. 


W: live in an age of research, research is 
indeed the rudder with which man at 
least directs the future. If, however, most of 
the research and inquiry of a nation is devoted 
only to those things which appear to pay best, 
that nation will soon be doomed to a narrow 
outlook and will become incapable of 


adjusting itself to suddenly altered conditions. 


7 | ‘his country had allowed itself to become 
perilously near being caught in such a 
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trap. For years we had ignored not only our 
agriculture, but had taken no interest in 
agricultural science. Indeed we have only just 
awakened to the fact that food cannot be 
looked at only from a grossly material point of 
view—in terms only of calories, protein, and 
cheapness. When the earlier views dominated 
our outlook and ignoring the individual health 
of every individual and ignoring too the 
importance of ‘work sympathetic to the 
varying tastes of individuals’ we cared not a jot 
about our home agriculture and fresh food, and 
it seemed not to matter whether we maintained 
a rural population or not. Such an attitude of 
mind was the natural outcome of our way of 
approaching all the great problems of the day, 
and, in a word, may be said to have been due 
to the ever-growing tendency to take, and act 
upon, short views rather than to courageously 
take long views and to be guided by the 
imperative teachings of prolonged and far- 
ranging contemplation. 


pes been criticized by informed friends 
whose opinions I greatly value because in 
my book The Land: Now and To-morrow I 
frequently permitted myself the luxury of 
looking far ahead. I was told that if I had 
confined myself to a nearer future, I should 
have been on more solid ground, and, 
therefore, have added greater force to any 
rational suggestions I might have put forward. 


p subsequently given a great deal of 
thought to this criticism: I do not agree. I 
believe it to be essential that in everything man 
does, and in everything he creates, he should 
think always in terms of what will be to the 
advantage of posterity, rather than in direct 
terms of his own immediate troubles and 
difficulties. I am forced to this conclusion by 
two entirely different, but, as I think, equally 
compelling reasons. To take long views, and to 
think in terms of what is to the advantage of 
posterity, almost of necessity, and even despite 
ourselves, forces attention on spiritual 
values—short views and regard for spiritual 


THE C.H. DOUGLAS CREDITER 


APRIL. 27. 2024 


values are, to all intents and purposes, 
incompatible and antithetical. 


Cr difficulties and complexities will 
be resolved and settled with some degree 
of equity and permanence just in proportion as 
the measures taken fit into the framework of a 
policy founded on the taking of long views. I 
believe this to be an undeniable fact, a fact 
which has about it much of bitter irony, for the 
excuse for always reacting to difficulties in 
terms of short views and expediency is 
invariably stated as being that the problems are 
too pressing and too urgent to brook the 
slightest delay: so that each problem and each 
difficulty must be immediately settled upon its 
own merits. No human problem—and, equally, 
no social problem—can be isolated, and 
therefore, each considered alone, has no merits 
upon which to stand, and herein lies the basal 
fallacy of all short views as applied to man or 
to any other natural phenomenon. Short views 
lead only to the piling-up of an ever-increasing 
number of urgent problems that must be 
immediately solved, whereas, by taking long 
views, and adhering rigorously to the 
imperative demands of the long view, current 
problems are continuously and progressively 
decreased in number and in urgency. It is a 
consequence of short views compelling us to 
envisage our problems in too narrow a light 
that our solutions can only be partial, and, 
therefore, at the best short-lived, and in their 
wake engender a whole host of new, and, as 
likely as not, even more difficult, and more 
pressing situations to be dealt with. By the 
very nature of the case, there is, inherent in 
long views, much that is dynamic: they are 
auto-creative, and lead to advance, for they are 
capable of breaking down pre-defined barriers 
and shattering firmly- held illusions. Short 
views, because prescribed, are auto- 
enervating, and lead only to movement now in 
one direction, now in another, and always 
within pre-defined limits, and, therefore, they 
are incapable of leading to advance in the full 
and constructive meaning of that word. 
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| Be: views are in accord with the ways of 
nature: short views are a direct outgrowth 
of the fears and passions of man, and are fed 
and nourished by his intense egoism and all- 
pervading self-interest. 


7 | there is nothing spiritual about egoism and 
self-interest. 


E talking of long views, I have insisted on 
the necessity of placing emphasis on what is 
to the advantage of posterity. This is 
important, because it is possible to take long 
views for purely selfish ends and for wholly 
anti-social ends, and by the taking of long 
views rather than short views to make it that 
much easier to move in the direction of 
achieving such ends. This is precisely what 
Hitler has done in all his preparations for war: 
he has gone out of his way to prevent spiritual 
values colouring his long views, and in all 
probability in the depths of his soul he cares 
not at all about posterity, not even about future 
generations of the German people—or, if the 
man has held views about posterity, such 
views have been perverted. 


pa that, in general, long views tend to 
strengthen spiritual values, and that they 
will invariably do so unless advisedly 
dedicated to wholly destructive and perverted 
ends, but we must also admit that long views 
will usually serve any end (be that end 
criminal or perverted) better than short views. 
Long views, and not short views, must 
necessarily constitute the foundation for all 
creative statesmanship; that is the real point. 
Take the case of the present war from the 
standpoint of the British people. Our 
contribution to the causes that ultimately 
compelled us to join issue with Hitler did not 
arise from criminal perversion, but rather from 
decades of morbid ineptitude and narrow 
thinking, and, actually, the very fact that we at 
last took a firm stand showed that we were not 
incapable of taking long views. To initiate war 
effort and then to declare war, no matter how 
grudgingly, was to take a long view in the 
interests of posterity. 
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Te such indeed has been the case has 
become increasingly patent as the war has 
advanced. This is clearly shown by the fact 
that already people in most walks of life are 
realizing how muddled were our values in the 
pre-war years, and because there is an 
increasing desire, if not fully articulate, to turn 
back to saner and something more akin to 


spiritual values. 


Morr: everything done within the 
ambit of the long view implied by the 


declaration of war, which has also itself had 
about it something of the long view, has 
undoubtedly strengthened the spiritual purpose 
of the nation as well as increased the 
momentum of our war effort in the material 
field. The winning of the Battle of Britain 
holds immense possibilities for the future 
spiritual and non- material development of the 
world, and has already been of untold spiritual 
value to this country. As bearing upon my 
thesis, we should clearly realize that the 
winning of that battle, in the last resort, owes 
almost everything to those who, in time, took 
long views as to the design of aircraft 
competent to meet the calls made upon them, 
and as to the means necessary to manufacture 
them in large numbers. These long views, 
although doubtless not consciously animated 
by spiritual aims, have been responsible for 
initiating momentous spiritual advances. 


jog in a sense, has been a long digression 
from the subject matter with which I 
started this essay, but the theme is the same—a 
complaint and a plea. 


he problem of our day is how to return to 

more simple, more real, more biological, 
and more spiritual values. There can be no 
single and simple answer, but I am quite 
certain in my own mind that to cultivate the 
habit of taking long views and, in our social 
and political actions, always to have before us 
what is to the advantage of posterity, would 
carry us very far, and surprisingly quickly, 
towards the desired goal, and in reaching out 
to that goal we should be likely to attain to a 
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state of social and political grace that those of 
the present and recent generations in their 
despair have considered to be beyond their 
reach. 


Rt everything must come back to 
politics and statesmanship, and it is our 
politics that have become so utterly barren: 
barren because so completely partisan. Our 
politics have, however, become barren and 
partisan because it is the fashion for everybody 
to take short views; to think not of posterity 
but primarily of their own rights and 
privileges, comforts and pleasures, and to 
judge of the world only by the fairness, as they 
see it, of their own treatment in comparison 
with the treatment meted out to other people 
with whom they come into contact. The whole 
trend of our political structure in recent years 
has turned on this selfishness. Our 
politicians—being of the same stuff as the rest 
of us—have sought to win votes not by going 
into the market place and talking 
statesmanship—that is, talking in terms of 
long views and the care of posterity—but by 
appealing to all this inherent selfishness, and 
passing legislation that curries favour (usually 
on false grounds) with the majority. In short, 
the fundamental trouble is that we have all 
cultivated the habit of forming far too low an 
opinion of ourselves and of each other, and the 
whole trend of recent years has been to play on 
the baser of human attributes. We in this 
country had not descended to the depths of 
depravity of Hitler and his dupes, but we had 
followed the same trail. All that is necessary is 
a change of heart; a change of approach; a 
change of point of view. This is not a matter of 
long-continued and profound factual and 
classroom education of the character upon 
which for so long and so thoughtlessly we 
have pinned our faith. Not a bit of it: it is 
purely a matter of common sense, common 
decency, and reacting to the higher and better 
sides of our own natures—'subjects'’ which 
have not figured prominently in the curricula 
befitting our school certificate- and 


examination-ridden systems of education. 
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Systems which might have been designed for 
the express purpose of encouraging that spirit 
of self-determinism to the evils of which I 
referred in the postscript to my previous essay: 
while modern experimental methods of 
‘educating’ the young, which are the negation 


of disciplinary training, amount to a flagrant 
the 


glorification of doctrine of self- 


determinism. 


NO INTERFERING 


WITH NATURE 
VISITOR. ʻA t to live in, this. What 
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The Revolt of Intelligence. 


By Ezra Pound. 


he inconvenience, if any, caused to 

the Allied administrations by Senator 

Lodge’s “torpedoing” of the Treaty is 
a perfectly just recompense. Each of the Allied 
administrations has seized a foreign figure- 
head ; in France, Mr. Lloyd George is the 
Titan ; here, Mr. 


CT is the Titan tiger, purged of all 
fierceness and felinity, and endowed only 
with moral greatness; President Wilson. was 
an easy and convenient utensil. It was not for 
the Allies to Mr. 
credentials. 


examine Wilson’s 


M: Wilson, at the time of his first 
election to the Presidency, represented 
only the minority of a minority party. (I will 
put down some details later.) Few men having 
been once elected U. S. President have shown 
themselves so incompetent or so nonchalant as 
not to be re-elected. No Frenchman or 
Englishman could be expected to take note of 
these facts. They are “mere details of 
American ” The 
constitution, regarded by some English writers 
as a “sport,” or freak political growth, is an 


politics. American 


extremely interesting document, ancient 
Anglo- Saxon institutions were at its making 
tempered with eighteenth century French 


culture and caution. 


Le President is given certain executive 
powers, checked and balanced by the 
legislature and the judiciary. Mr. Wilson 
himself once wrote a book to show that with 
the lapse of over a century, and with the drift 


2 


12 


of things, succeeding Presidents would tend to 
engross their functions. Let us say, at once, 
that America likes enthusiasm for its own 
sake, and loathes all forms of discrimination, 
literary or political (corollaries to follow). It 
was not to be expected that the American 
electorate would read a professor’s books on 
American institutions before deciding to elect 
him. 


ia elector in that fateful year was too 
busy fleeing from the adipose tissue of 
Taft and the stark terror of “Teddy. ” The 
American constitution was intended to 
preserve human liberties as conceived in the 
latter years of the eighteenth century ; Senator 
Lodge has intended to conserve some vestiges 
of the constitution, and in the face of attack 
from a British capitalist paper, engineered by 
an ex-American editor with adumbrations of 
Dominion finance, one might do worse than 
point out that the verb “torpedo” is ill-applied. 
No political acts have ever been more open 
and above board than Lodge’s opposition to 
Wilson. 


T: American constitution does not, and no 
human document could, foresee all the 
tricks that future functionaries might try to 
play, or include specific prohibitions against 
them. Thus the American constitution does not 
specifically forbid the American President to 
climb palm-trees, in his night-shirt, or to plant 
pumpkins in the salons of the White House. 
But, apart from irrelevancies, the spirit of the 
constitution is clear enough for any man of 
good will. The President is an executive 
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officer; his freedom in choosing his cabinet is 
given in the expectation that he will try to 
assemble the best brains in the country, and 
gather the most able council ; the better 
Presidents have attempted to do this. 


L any document was ever intended to 
Prevent a country’s becoming a one-man 
that the 
Constitution. No President was ever intended 
to appoint himself his own representative in 


show, document is American 


fear that his extreme views and his extreme 
should be modified by the 
intervention of even the most. supple and 


bossiness 


obedient tool. Had anyone in the English or 
French Foreign Office taken the trouble to 
examine Mr. Wilson’s credentials, or even to 
listen to the speeches made in the American 
Senate, the Powers might have whispered to 
Messrs. Wilson and House : “What about a 
representative delegation ?” etc. Aid in view of 
the fact that the Republican Party would have 
brought America into the war much sooner 
than did Mr. Wilson, it is a little late to regard 
Wilson as the saviour of Europe now being 
hack-bit ten by provincials. 


Te size of America being what it is, it is, 
perhaps, better that some of the 
constitutional rights of her citizens, vested in 
their representatives, should be preserved, 
even if an instrument so hugely potential of 
tyranny as the League of Nations (to be 
administered by irresponsible deputies of 
Wilsonians) has to be shelved. 


\ N J ilson is the instinctive tyrant. Put aside 
the worn cliché about the “professor”; 


there are in American universities two types 
clearly demarked, the professor, who is often 
quite human and interested in his subject, and 
the “administrative educator,” that is to say, a 
miniature Milner, bent upon crushing the 
students into a mould, and to show that the 
student is there for the college, not the college 
for the student. This type of educator does not 
remain in the quiet professorial chair; he rises 
to be dean or college president; and he wields 
every scrap of authority not forbidden him. 
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wee left Princeton University because 
there was not in the university room for 
him and a party with a different opinion. The 
New Jersey politicians backed him for 
President because they wanted him out of 
State- politics. This was probably to his credit, 
but it does not imply administrative ability. 
The game is not infrequent in America. The 
New York politicians tried it on Roosevelt; 
they tucked him neatly the Vice- 
Presidency, but Czolgosz’ assassination of 


into 


McKinley released him. These are details of 
“American politics.” The British public could 
not be expected to know them, or the British 
administration to consider them. 


Y: the writing was on the wall large 
enough; the warning was plain enough-; 
and public heedlessness of the warning both in 
America and in Europe is sufficient indictment 
of the present state of democratic intelligence. 


Į: style c’est Phomme. The sound of 
groaning ascends. Wherever and 
whenever an intelligent man turns his attention 
to affairs of State he finds the same deplorable 
impoverishment in the quality of politicians. 
Europe wanted a saviour. Wilson’s public 
utterance was before the peoples of Europe 
and they chose to find the saviour in the man 
who used language as it is used in Mr. 


Wilson’s speeches. 


H= James is avenged. As the 
perspective is established, the roles of 
these two men, men of so diverse an order that 
one can hardly conceive their being of the 
same biological category, will be seen in a 
fairer light. James after half a century of 
meticulous search for verity, half a century of 
careful comparison of the racial and national 
qualities of French, English, Hun and 
American; James, making his supreme protest 
against official America‘s indifference to the 
welfare of civilisation, by his renouncement of 
American citizen- ship; James naturally 
remained unconsulted; and yet when we 
consider that from the opening of the war until 
his death Henry James was engaged in 
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vigorous private with 
America, and when we consider that Senator 


Lodge is a prolific writer of letters and has a 


correspondence 


leaning toward literature, we may allow fancy 
to wander; we may ask ourselves whether in 
the files of Senator Lodge’s ‘‘letters received” 
there may not be one or two autographs from 
the one great American of his time. We may 
wonder whether the truth written carefully and 
in private may not in the end carry the victory 
over all the rhetoric of the megaphones; 
whether Lincoln had not some basis for his 
feeling that one cannot fool all the people all 
the time. 


M; Wilson’s account is overdrawn. From 
the purely practical standpoint : “God 
help France, if she gives up the Rhine 
bridgeheads.” God help a lot of clichés that 
have flourished for a season. It is time for a 
little thought. “Whether the Rhine was not, by 
treaty, made international, or more or less so, a 
century ago?” “Whether on a basis of hate 
these matters are practical?” “Whether a belt 
of civilisation stretching from Paris to 
Freiburg, Munich and Vienna would not be 
desirable ?” “Whether it 
wouldn’t be just as well if the Rhineland were 
not allowed to separate itself from Prussia and 


“Terre Latine!” 


fall under the charm of Paris, even if it meant 
less indemnity.” This is bold speculation, and 
one cannot settle the map on one page. I ask 
indulgence to put down my facts one at a time. 


D us say, for the moment, that if the 
League of Nations is “torpedoed,” it may 
still be possible for a border skirmish to occur 
in Afghanistan or in Galicia without its 
dragging on a_world-war; or for the 
railwaymen to strike in Johannesburg without 
international “police” being called in. 
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THE TRAITOR 


Cast out my soul the broken 

covenant, 
Forget the pitiable masquerade, 
And that ignoble part ignobly 
played. 

Let us take shame that such a 
mummer's rant 

Of noble things, could pierce 
the adamant 

Of Pride wherewith we ever 
were arrayed, 

And being with a kiss once 
more betrayed. 

Let not our tears honour that 


sycophant. 


Let him, on graves of buried 
loyalty, 
Rise as he may to his desired 
goal; 
Ay and God speed him here, I 
grudge him not. 
And when all men shall sing 
his praise to me 
I'll not gainsay. But I shall 
know his soul 
Lies in the bosom of Iscariot. 


Lord Alfred Douglas 
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PLANNING THE EARTH (I) 


By GEOFFREY DOBBS. 


ow that the Tennessee Valley 

Authority has been held up in 

Parliament (by Mr. Ellis Smith, on 
May 11, 1944) as an example to be followed in 
this country, it may be as well for us to look at 
the main outlines of this project. 


s with so large a proportion of the 

matters with which Parliament is 
concerning itself during war time, this was 
first brought to light here, well before the war, 
by Political and Economic Planning (P.E.P.), 
which published an issue of its broadsheet 
Planning (No. 76) devoted to the Tennessee 
Valley Authority as long ago as June 2, 1936. 
The account is useful, for it claims to have 
been “carefully checked with the aid of those 
interested on both sides of the Atlantic.” 
Clearly those interested on this side are 
associated with P.E.P., and on the other side 
with President Roosevelt, on whose proposal 
the authority was created. “It is to be hoped,” 
says the broadsheet, “that the experience 
gained will not be lost in Whitehall, nor in 
Delhi and other capitals within and outside the 
Empire.” Since the matter goes down to the 
terms of our existence on the surface of this 
planet, it is important that the fundamentals, 
rather than the local details, should be 
correctly appreciated. 


riefly, the conditions in the Tennessee 
Valley area in 1933 are depicted as 
follows:—the region is four-fifths the size of 
England, with ample rainfall, with every 
variety of country, soil and mineral wealth, 
sparsely populated (the , Valley itself holds 
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only 2,000,000 people). The soil is eroding 
rapidly, washing down into the rivers, which 
in turn suffer seasonal floods and droughts, 
and the whole area is poverty-stricken and 
depressed, losing its young men to the towns, 
and becoming a burden on the more 
prosperous parts of the country. Since this was 
the picture also presented by other areas all 
over the world, and since it is incontestable 
that the physical destruction of the soil was 
brought about by mismanagement, including 
over-felling of timber, over-grazing of 
grasslands, 
without adequate return, there are but two 
general assumptions as to its cause, upon 


and over-cropping of arable, 


which anyone setting out to improve matters 
can proceed. 


ilk first rests upon the reasonable belief 
that large numbers of people living on the 
land all the 
simultaneously behave in this suicidal way 
unless they had been subjected to some very 


over world would not 


powerful interfering force tending to induce 
them so to act. Any attempt at rectification 
with the 
identifying of this force, which at the time in 
question was mot very far to seek, and with 


would therefore have to start 


counteracting it. Agricultural com munities all 
over the world were complaining of debt and 
of the operation of a money system which 
made the progressive growth of debt to the 
issuers inevitable. The first appearance of a 
Social Credit’ Government in North America a 
few months before the issue of Planning (No. 
76), can scarcely have escaped the notice of 
“those of the 


interested on both sides 
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Atlantic,” although the questions thus raised in 
clamant form, and then undergoing urgent 
discussion everywhere, are not noticed in their 
broadsheet, which nevertheless claims to be a 
“fairly balanced statement” and finds room on 
its front page for the following sentences: 


T in a part of the United States 
which has been made a byword for 
backwardness through the notorious “monkey 
trial” at Dayton, Tennessee, and the more 
repeated trials of the Scottsboro 
negroes, the Authority has evidently had an 


recent 


uphill job, and its achievements are all the 
more remarkable when viewed against this 
setting. They show what a group of men with 
trained minds and a social outlook can do 
when given adequate resources and freed from 
some of the more onerous of current 
restrictions on development in the interests of 


the community. 


Th picture of a noble elite struggling with 
the inherent depravity of human nature 
which has not yet been cured by ‘progress’ 
clearly indicates that the Tennessee Valley 
Authority and its sponsors are working upon 
the second assumption, namely that the trouble 
is due to the free operation of “private 
enterprise,’ and hence that it must be the 
nature of human beings in general, unless 
curbed by the socially minded elite, to destroy 
the soil and their own livelihood with it. This 
assumption has only to be stated to be 
disproved. On Christian grounds it is heretical 
and leads logically to Satanism. Biologically, 
it is ridiculous, and makes the survival of the 
human race inexplicable. 


Hee: it is inaccurate, and ignores 
the fact that the man-made deserts of the 
world have all been created by the great 
empires in which the mass of mankind has 
been centrally controlled by an oligarchy. 
Politically, it is the essential basic assumption 
of totalitarianism. 


iia what the farmers of Tennessee, or 


indeed the rest of us, could do with 
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adequate resources and freedom from 
restrictions is not enquired into. To allow them 
such opportunities clearly be 
unthinkable. The greed, selfishness, and 


obstinate stupidity of all who live upon the 


would 


land, as compared with the enlightened 
selflessness of the better paid administrative 
grades is, of course, axiomatic, and “has ..been 
made a byword” by someone or other. I have 
not, however, seen it suggested that it is the 
gluttony of sparse rural populations which has 


denuded the earth. 


Ne does their presumed greed for money 
adequately ex plain their poverty, or the 
fact that their primary wants “are satisfied 
quite frequently without money at all.” 


“Grainger County, which is purely rural,... 
may be cited as an example of the rest. In 1932 
the State and Federal Governments sent tax 
money into the County 91,000 dollars in 
excess of the revenue collected there... To the 
U.S.A, administration such counties are a 
debit...” 


G ie cure for this shocking state of financial 
parasitism was to create the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, and provide it, up to July 1, 
1936, with 110,000,000 dollars. The Plan, we 
understand, was a success. Readers will be 
staggered to hear that there was more money 
about in Tennessee, which proves, of course, 
the necessity for Planning. Further more, even 
in June 1935, the Authority employed over 
16,000 persons, and, believe it or not, 
Unemployment was actually lower! We do 
not, however, hear about anyone being a debit 
to the administration. 


Cc then, as for war, so for other forms 
of Planning, when the money is needed it 
is forthcoming. Since the Authority is cited by 
our own Planners as an example to be 
followed, it is important for us to note how 
they started in Tennessee. It is significant that 
they began with the control of water. 
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We being a liquid, is an easily 
centralised essential of life; and yet one 
of the first conditions on which we live upon 
this earth is that it should be to a large extent 
de- centralised. Rain is decentralised water, 
charged with oxygen. To the extent that it is 
retained in the soil where it falls,, plant and 
animal and human life becomes possible. 


\ N J here plant growth is established the rain 
enters the soil gently, the soil, being 


broken up by roots into a crumbly texture, and 
containing a good deal of absorbent organic 
matter, retains , both air and water, and any 
surplus of water supplies the underground 
reservoirs where porous rock is present and 
oozes out steadily in springs, which maintain a 
relatively even flow all the year round, as do 
the rivers into which they flow. 


\ N J ith the destruction of plant growth by 
the clear felling of forests, over- 


grazing, over-cropping, or the destruction of 
soil organisms by the use of chemical 
fertilisers, or other forms of mismanagement 
imposed upon the farmer by 
centralised forces, the conditions for life cease. 


modern 


T: rain runs off the surface, carrying the 
soil particles with it. The underground 
water level sinks. The flow of springs becomes 
irregular. Floods and droughts characterise the 
river system. Soil which has taken centuries to 
grow is swept away in a few years, silting up 
the river beds (thus causing floods) and 
eventually finding its way into the sea. 


Do of its binding organic matter, the 
soil on the plains crumbles into dust and 
is blown away on the winds. 


je we have to realise that floods, such as 
those on the Mississippi and the Yellow 
River, droughts, dust storms, dust bowls and 
deserts, such as those of North China, Libya 
and Arabia, are largely man-made, albeit 
hitherto probably the part 
unconsciously so, and not ‘acts of God’ as 


for most 
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commonly supposed. The unconscious stage, 
however, is now over. Without centralised 
control over human beings such massive 
interference with nature on a large scale is 
impossible, but the vast sanction involved in 
the control of these natural forces, particularly 
water, has not escaped the notice of our 
Planners. 


It has been noted that the rain falls upon the 
just and the unjust, but such an arrangement is 
not regarded as fair by our Planners, who 
would prefer that the rain should be gathered 
into one place, and then ‘delegated’ under 
strict control through sluices to the people in 
strict proportion to the ‘justice’ of their claim, 
as determined by an impartial Committee. In 
case this should be thought far-fetched, the 
following quotation from The Rape of the, 
Earth, a World Survey of Soil Erosion by G. 
V. Jacks and R. O. Whyte, p. 289, will 
illustrate my point: 


“The 
conception,... It consists in bringing the 
principal rivers and water resources of the 


Russian plan is magnificient in 


Soviet Union into one interlocking system 
under complete human control.... Flood and 
drought will be disciplinary measures which 
Man, and not Nature, Will exercise on those 
who do not toe the line.” 


ccording to Elliot Smith’s Human 

History, the first centralised State arose 
on the banks of the Nile on a basis of water 
control. It is symbolised for us by the vast 
slave-built pyramid tombs of its rulers. An 
attempt, it seems, is’ being made to return to 
that system under the ironical name of 
‘progress.’ It is not enough to believe that our 
Planners, and the American Planners, have not 
yet reached this stage; since they are obviously 
travelling the same path as the Russians, and 
we Shall be fools indeed if we allow them to 
gain control of the first necessity of life. 
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CENTRALISATION MUST BE RESISTED! 


A Talk Broadcast from Hobart, Australia, on Sunday, March 3, 1940. 


By JAMES GUTHRIE, B.Sc. 


f you were to ask representative citizens of 

this country what complaint they had 

against the Government of their State, it is 
probable that their generalised answer would 
be that they and their friends had no power to 
prevent the Government from doing things 
they didn't want done, and that they were quite 
incapable of getting done those things which 
they and their friends wanted done. 


\ Ñ Then confronted with an obvious 

absurdity of policy or equally obvious 
injustice, and asked what they intend to do 
about it, the universal and monotonous and 
pathetic reply is, "I disapprove of it and I hate 
it, but what can I do?" 


T plain fact is that we have not yet 
learned the secret of controlling our 
Governments; we are quite unable to protect 
ourselves against vicious taxation, against the 
insecurity brought about by the artificial 
restriction of trade. 


T! complaint is general, except amongst 
politicians and the numerous Government 
officials, that Governments have altogether too 
much power, and that power is not used for the 
benefit of the people. 


7 | ‘he question with which we are face to 
face is supremely a question of Power— 
the Control of Power. 


r | The entire world looks on with abhorrence 
at the spectacle of a man like Hitler 
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wielding the power of life and death over 80 
million people. No man should have that 
power; no man is entitled to that power; no 
man is good enough to be entrusted with such 
power over men and women. 


CENTRALISATION MUST BE RESISTED 


f the future holds anything for us at all, it 

must mean the breakdown of this 
centralisation of power; it must mean the 
gradual handing over to each small community 
of the power to control its own destiny, to live 
its life in its own way. 


B= democracy is based on local 
government; no democracy can be based 
on anything else than local government and 
local sovereignty. It is not reasonable, and is 
altogether impossible to govern a State whose 


boundaries are hundreds of miles away from 
the seat of Government. 


T: are many attempts, in spite of the 
warnings of the past, to destroy Local 
Government, State Government, and to 
embody full powers in a central Federal 
Government. Naturally, such ideas do not 
come from the people, or from those who are 
to be governed; these ideas come from those 
who are going to do the governing, the taxing, 
and the regimenting. 


nd, very naturally, such people always 
desire larger and larger blocks of power; 
more and more authority, and no opposition. 
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Their Utopia represents a world without any 
army except their army; no police force except 
One super-Government, 
opposition—world domination for a few. 


theirs. with no 


Te idea, monstrous though it may seem, 
is being pushed from high places, and 
goes under the innocuous name of - "Federal 
Union." The Federated States of the World. 


T! idea of Federal Union is being 
supported by many sincere, but immature, 
minds, who argue that all wars are fought 
between States, and if States are eliminated, 


Hi-Presto, war is eliminated! 
NAIVE ARGUMENT 


Ts naive argument sounds quite logical; 
but, remember, it is also quite logical to 
say that if a man's head is cut off he cannot 
have the toothache. Nevertheless, most of us 
would prefer to have the toothache rather than 
have our heads chopped off. Or, to make a 
political analogy, most of us object to paying 
municipal rates. Our Federal Union advocates, 
with their logical methods, would suggest 
doing away with municipal government in 
order to do away with rates; but surely nobody 
is going to fall for such childish arguments. 


[ is a queer type of mind, which thinks that 
if we fail to do a small job at our own door 
with our own people, then we will be more 
successful in tackling a gigantic job 10,000 
miles away with strangers and foreigners. 
Such is the ridiculous state of mind, which 
grows on men who are always spectators; they 
get appetites for grandiose and colossal 
pantomimes, as an escape from reality and 
failure. 


, personally, hate war, and am willing to 
make many sacrifices to prevent war; but I 
am not willing to submit to perpetual servitude 
on the very doubtful chance of preventing war. 
And I am not willing to destroy the 


tremendous powers of Hitler and his party 
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merely to hand over ten times his power to 
another party, from whose whims there will be 
no escape. 


A present we have the British Navy to 
protect us; under the Federal Union there 
will be no British Navy. All revolt, all escape, 
will be impossible. 


B rute force may be a poor, inadequate way 
of settling arguments, but in a world 
where brute force, or the power to use brute 
force, settles most arguments, then it is better 
to have that power in the hands of our own 
people. 


MOST VITAL FACTOR 


n all Federations of States the control of 

money is vested in the Central or Federal 
Government. That means that the Federal 
Government decides the pace of development 
for the entire country —it decides everything 
of importance. To have that power centralised 
somewhere 10,000 miles away is not only to 
lose the sovereignty of your own State, but the 
sovereignty of your own life. 


\ N Je are told that trade barriers cause war, 

and that wars are mostly economic, and 
that if trade barriers are removed, then war is 
removed. That sounds very wise. But don't you 
think it would be much wiser to investigate 
why we have trade barriers? 


per do not refuse to accept the treasures 
of other nations just for fun. We all like 
the best of everything as cheaply as we can get 
it. Why, then, does every nation decide to have 
dearer and inferior goods by creating trade 
barriers? That question must be answered, and 
when it is answered we shall probably be in a 
position to suggest remedies. 


Bë before we splash in the treacherous 
seas of foreign politics and international 
trade, let us ask the very simple question — 
though very awkward question: Why 
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Tasmanian people cannot afford to buy 
Tasmanian apples? Why Queenslanders cannot 
afford to buy Queensland oranges? And whv 
these two fruits are periodically destroyed in 
large quantities, or dumped abroad, when so 
many people in Australia would be glad to 


have them? 


TE answer to that is simple and 
straightforward: The people cannot buy 
the things they want to buy because they 
haven't sufficient money for that purpose. And 
in the attempt to dispose of the so-called 
surplus production, large sums are spent in 
advertising and looking for foreign markets. 


T scarcity’ of money produces what is 
called "over-production," but which 
should really be called "under-consumption." 
This means industry has to slow down or shut 
down. It means chronic unemployment; it 
means every man must hang jealously on to 
his job, or starve. It means every man looks 
upon his neighbour as a competitor and a 
potential enemy. And, naturally, we all 
combine to prevent the foreigner stealing our 
jobs. 


Pe if you remove trade barriers, it means 
that Australia, New Zealand and Canada, 
Holland and 


Denmark will dump their food on England. 


South Africa and America, 


Very nice for England. 


B ut how can you expect England to supply 
her people with money to buy that food 
when we in Australia retuse to supply 
Australian people with Australian money to 
buy Australian food? And how do you think 
the British people are going to destroy their 
agricultural population merely to please a few 
professional economists and international 


politicians? 


A has plenty of materials to feed, 
clothe and house her own population; let 
her get on with that job. That job has nothing 
to do with other countries. When Australia and 


America, with all the resources at their 
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disposal, can give elementary justice to the 
great mass of their peoples, then, perhaps, the 
time will be ripe for showing other nations 
how it is done. We want a little less theorising 
and a little more practical experiment. 


PLAYING INTO THE HANDS 
INTERNATIONAL FINANCE 


OF 


Re" it is well to remember that if this 
war goes on for several years, Great 
Britain will be in financial bondage to 
America. America will decide the peace terms. 
Federal Union is an American idea; it means 
the financial dictatorship of the world by 
America, and the automatic removal of the 
British Navy. 


[ means a world police state controlled by 
those who control international finance; and 
international finance is controlled in New 
York, not by the American people, but by a 
few men—the same men who financed the 
Russian revolution, who financed Japan and 
Germany. 


f you like that kind of thing, then Federal 

Union is the thing you are looking for; if 
you dislike it, expose it, bring it out into the 
light of day—that will kill it, and it needs to be 
killed. 
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ON THE CHANGES IN THE HABITS, AMUSEMENTS AND 
CONDITION OF THE SCOTTISH PEASANTRY. 


By James Hogg 


hancing to be in a party of old friends 

the night before last, one of them 

gave me a touch on the elbow, and 
said, ‘Can you tell me, Hogg, what has been 
the moving cause of those changes which have 
gradually taken place in the habits, 
amusements, and conditions of our peasantry, 
‘Upon my 
word, Sir, said I, looking more than usually 
grave, ‘the thing never struck me till this 


since our early recollections?’ 


moment that you put the question; for, as 
having been one of them myself, and joining 
keenly in all their amusements for the last 
fifty-three years, the change has been I 
suppose so gradual that I never perceived it. 


B" on a cursory look backward, I think 
there is some difference in the characters 
and amusements of our young peasantry from 
those of a former generation; but d—I take me 
if I know how it has happened. Let me think 
about it a little while, and I'll try to account for 
it; for it will be a queer thing indeed if I cannot 
account for anything that has taken place 
among the Border peasantry at least.” “You 
can tell me this without any fore-thought,’ said 
he; ‘Are they worse fed, worse clothed, or 
worse educated than the old shepherds and 
hinds of your first acquaintance? Are their 
characters, in a general point of view, 
deteriorated or otherwise? Or are they more 
cheerful, more happy, and more devout than 
those of a former day?’ ‘In as far,’ said I, ‘as it 
regards shepherds and farm- servants, they are 
not in my opinion deteriorated. 
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hey are better fed, better clothed, and 
better educated than the old shepherds 
and hinds of my first aquaintance; but they are 
less devout, and decidedly less cheerful and 


happy. 


O: looking back, the first great falling off 
is in SONG. This, to me, it not only 
astonishing, but unaccountable. They have ten 
times more opportunites of learning songs, yet 
song-singing is at an end, or only kept up by a 
few migratory tailors. In my young days, we 
had singing matches almost every night, and, 
if no other chance or opportunity offered, the 
young men attended at the ewe-bught or the 
cows milking, and listened and joined the girls 
in their melting lays. We had again our kirns at 
the end of harvest, and lint-swinglings in 
almost every farm- house and cottage, which 
proved as a weekly bout for the greater part of 
the winter. And then, with the exception of 
Wads, and a little kissing and toying in 
consequence, song, song alone, was the sole 
amusement. I never heard any music that 
thrilled my heart half so much as when these 
nymphs joined their voices, all in one key, and 
sung a slow Scottish melody. 


Mè a hundred times has it made the 
hairs of my head creep, and the tears 


start into my eyes, to hear such as the Flowers 
of the Forest, and Broom of Cowdy knows. 
Where are those melting strains now? 


G and for ever! Is it not unaccountable 
that, even in the classic Ettrick and 
Yarrow, the enthusiasm of song should have 
declined in proportion as that of their bards has 
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advanced? Yet so it is. I have given great 
annual kirns, and begun singing the first 
myself, in order to elicit some remnants, some 
semblance at least, of the strains of former 
days. But no; those strains could be heard from 
no one, with the exception of one shepherd, 
Wat Amos, who alone, for these twenty years, 
has been always ready to back me. I say, with 
the exception of him and of Tam the tailor, 
there seems to be no songster remaining. By 
dint of hard pressing, a blooming nymph will 
sometimes venture on a song of Moore’s or 
Dibdin’s (curse them!), and gaping, and half- 
choking, with a voice like a cracked kirk-bell, 
finish her song in notes resembling the agonies 
of a dying sow. 


T publication of the Border Minstrelsy 
had a singular and unexpected effect in 
this respect. These songs had floated down on 
the stream of oral tradition, from generation to 
generation, and were regarded as a precious 
treasure belonging to the country; but when 
Mr Scott’s work appeared their areanum was 
laid open, and a deadening blow was inflicted 
on our rural literature and__ principal 
enjoyment by the very means adopted for their 
preservation. I shall never forget with what 
amazement and dumb dismay the old songsters 
regarded these relics, calling out at every 
verse, ‘changed! changed!’ though it never 
appeared to me that they could make out any 
material change, save in Jamie Telfer o' the 
fair Dodhead.’ On reading that song, both my 
own parents were highly offended at the 
gallant rescue being taken from the Elliots and 
given to the Scots. 


\ N J ith regard to all the manly exercises, 
had it not been for my own single 


exertions I think they would have been totally 
extinct in the Border districts. For the last forty 
years I have struggled to preserve them in a 
local habitation and a name, and I have not 
only effected it, but induced more efficient 
bodies to follow the example; such as the 
Great St Ronan’s Border Club, the gallant Six 
Feet Club, &c. I have begged, I have borrowed 
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of my rich Edinburgh friends, I have drawn 
small funds reluctantly from the farmers who 
attended, for the purpose of purchasing the 
prizes; but more frequently I have purchased 
them all from my own pocket; and though 
these prizes were necessarily of small value, 
yet by publishing annually all the victors’ 
names in the newspapers, and the distance 
effected by each, and the competitor next to 
him, a stimulus was given for excellency in all 
these manly exercises, such as appears not to 
have existed for a century and more,— indeed, 
never since the religious troubles in Scotland 
commenced. 


So there is a change from gay to grave, 
from cheerfulness to severity; and it is not 
easy to trace the source from which it has 
sprung. The diet of the menials and workmen 
is uniformly much better than it was when I 
went first to service half a century ago. 


aa tasks of labour are not more severe, 
but better proportioned, and more regular, 
and in general less oppressive. But with regard 
to the intercourse between master and servant, 
there is a mighty change indeed, and to this I 
am disposed principally to attribute the 
manifest change in the buoyant spirit and 
gaiety of our peasantry. Formerly every master 
sat at the head of his kitchen table, and shared 
the meal with his servants. The mistress, if 
there was one, did not sit down at all, but stood 
at the dresser behind, and assigned each his 
portion, or otherwise overlooked the board, 
and saw that everyone got justice. The master 
asked a blessing, and returned thanks. There 
was no badinage or idle language in the 
farmer’s hall in those days, but all was 
decency and order. Every night the master 
performed family worship, at which every 
member of the family was bound to be present, 
and every Sabbath morning at least, and the 
oldest male servant in his absence took that 
duty on him. The consequence of all this 
familiarity and exchange of kind offices was, 
that every individual family formed a little 
community of its own, of which each member 
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was conscious of bearing an important part. 
And then the constant presence of the master 
and mistress preventing all ebullitions of 
untimely merriment, when the hours of 
relaxation came, then the smothered glee burst 
out with a luxury of joy and animation, of 
which we may now look in vain for a single 


specimen. 


ut ever since the ruinous 


war prices made every 
farmer for the time a fine 
gentleman, how the relative 
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situations of master and servant 
are changed! Before that time 
every farmer was first up in the 
morning, conversed with all his 
servants familiarly, and consulted 
what was best to be done for the 
day. Now, the foreman, or chief 
shepherd, waits on his master, 
and, receiving his instructions, 
goes forth and gives the orders as 
his own, generally in a peremptory 
and offensive manner. The menial 
of course feels that he is no more a 
member of a community, but a 
slave; a servant of servants, a 
mere tool of labour in the hand of 
a man whom he knows or deems 
inferior to himself, and the joy of 
his spirit is mildewed. He is a 
moping, sullen, melancholy man, 
flitting from one master to 
another in hopes to find heart’s 
ease and contentment,—but he 
finds it not; and now all the best 
and most independent of that 
valuable class of our community 
are leaving the country. .. 


Taken from Quarterly Journal of Agriculture 
Vol. Ill (Feb 1831-Sept 1832) 


